
Estelle Welch Love

Mother name Cordia Farmer

Father name Wile Welch

Foy 31 Mar 1921

Berta b 25  oct 1922

Estelle  b 13 May 1918  Mule Creek New Mexico

1 yr moved to Diamond A Ranch, Hurley, New Mexico

1 yr moved to Apache Junction, New Mexico

1 yr moved out of edge of Hurley New Mexico, Father and brother Howard worked at Chisio

Copper Co on a ranch known as the Dripping Springs about 60 miles from Silver City where they

shopped.

Estelle  was born in a log cabin then moved into a house built by her father, Wiley Welch.  The

place also had a smokehouse about 10'12 AND 6 1/2' high, no windows, only a door. Slabs of

meat were hung down from the rafters with a low oak chip smoke fire burning for about 2 months

to preserve the meat.  A bunkhouse was also on the property were men lived  when working on

the property to grow the 500 head of cattle and as many as 17 milk cows and pigs and horses.

The farming crops were maize and corn for feeding the animals.  They made their own cheddar

cheese by processing the whole milk into a tub about 2 1/2' diameter and 18" deep, and heated

it, on their wood burning kitchen stove,   to body temperature then added the rennin to the milk.

this formed the curds and whey.  The curds were taken outside and poured into a cheesecloth to

drain and allow the whey to leak out on a big beam with a plate to hold a heavy load of rocks that

pressed down on the curds  for about a week to squeeze out the whey and make the cheese.

The other crop that was grown was the sorghum cane that looked much like corn but grew taller

than corn with a stalk much thinner but very juicy.  The juice was pressed out with roller and ran

into a trough leading to the metal vat (2 1/2' x 6' x 1 1/2 ' deep) which was about 2 feet off the

ground with rocks under all of it on which a fire was built that was kept burning until the sorghum

syrup was the right thickness.

Estelle's father and two brother went to California for  work in 1932. Estelle's  12 year brother

,Walker,  did the farm work while Estelle (about 10 years old) baby sat 3 babies (Esther 5, Foy 2

and Berta 7 months) fed 30 pigs and milked five cows, morning and night.

In 1920, my father was offered $19,000 for the Dripping Springs Ranch. It was call this name

because it had on it springs which ran out of the rocks along a cliff covered with  Virginia

Creeper, golden... and moss, sufficient water to water the stock without a well.  The family had a

well about 9 feet deep about 1/2 miles from the spring close to the creek bed which did not have

running water except when it rained, when the water rolled down the canyon like a flood.

While we were on the Dripping Springs Ranch, my  father planted an orchard  but we never did

get to enjoy as he sold the Dripping Springs Ranch in 1924 for $3300, largely because of

medical  problems

At one time on our way to Silver City we stopped at a little store along the Gila River. While we

waited in the car, my father came back to the car with a tall lanky young man about 20 years old

who had a number of pictures he had drown on butcher paper.  He drew cartoon almost as fast

as they ask for a picture.   It was Walt Disney on his way to California.



During this time I started doing all the sewing.

Summer of 1927, we visited my mother parents near Salem Oregon and then drove on to

Spokane Washington and rented a home. By this time there were nine children, with the three

older brother living out of the home in Montana.  In November of this year, my Uncle Willie Welch,

my father's baby brother came to visit us and convinced by parents to move northwest Cutbank

Montana about 75 miles from Cardston  Temple in November.

My sister, Esther,  our family musician-started playing the piano at 3 years,  took spinal

meningitis in February of 1929. We were quarantined for 2 months. I started in 7th grad and had

to repeat the grade the next fall.

My mother became pregnant with her 10th child. My father left the family about May  My mother

and the five children moved by train to CleElum Washington 1928.

My Uncle Dan Farmer, my mother's brother let us live in his empty farm house.  He lived across

the river where we grazed a cow that I milked morning and night.

It was here that under the my mother's direction I sterilized the blankets, the string and the

scissors in a hot oven then I delivered Robert Daniel, born 5 November, days after I was 15

years old because we could not afford a doctor and didn't know any neighbors 3:00 am  I

delivered the baby by tying the cord and 3" from the baby's stomach and tied the cord very tightly

again at 4" from the baby. Then the umbilical cord was cut between the two tied places-so the

cord was separated from the mother.  I bathed the baby and dressed him and wrapped him in

his blankets and put him by our mother for them to sleep. I then went out to milk the cows and

got breakfast for the family. At fourteen,  I was doing the family wash on Saturdays by going to

the river about a block away from home. One tub had hot water and used a wash board. I started

about 7 am and finished about 4 or 5 pm. About 10 hours. During the week days I washed the

baby cloth diapers so I wouldn't have so much to do on Saturday.

The next May through August was with my Dad to Wenatchee to thin apples and pick cherries

for 40 cents an hour, 1o hours a day. I slept in a tent and we cooked over an open fire.

Temperatures ran about 110 degrees F,  My Dad and I would to Rock Island after work and

swim, which gave us our baths for the day.  When we were working in the orchards I paid half of

every expense we had.

On the 29 of August 1929, we rented a truck and a driver to move the family from CleElum to

Leavenworth, Washington.  We heard that they had good schools but it was sort of a ghost town

because the railroad had moved its round house to Wenatchee, so the property was cheap.  My

father bought for $100 using my orchard wages to pay for it.  During the winter my father was

very abusive to my mother so when he left for Wenatchee  about May 1930so my mother had

$275 left from the sale of the Dripping Springs Ranch when she applied for a divorce and a

settlement was made giving him 1000 and her , mother #2000.  She had used  some of the

money  from the various moves  and shipped their  Wing & Son piano. I had five pedals on for

soft, one for high and one for low and one for strings and one for mandolin.  We moved in.

When my father came back he lived in the vacated house.  By this time I was in terrible teens

and not doing so well with my mother.  My father made arrangements with the Love. I shared a

bedroom with Mildred.  Oct 1930

This was the first time I had heard anything about Mormons. Brother John Love was a wonderful



man.

1931 -1932 18 years old went to live with Mother Nelson who took care of the Mortuary.

1932 Worked for Bailey in Leavenworth

1932 Jim came home in 1932 and looked my up. We were engaged in 1933. I broke the

engagement in 1934. He came home on leave again in 1935 but was most of the time in Seattle.

I was working  in Wenatchee and he came by to see me and seemed so despondent. I said,

'well,  it is too bad you can't stay a little longer, maybe we could have worked thing out' He was

leaving the next day so there  ....

NOTE: the rest of the story seems to be missing

Further notes from  Eleanor Wills Love:

30 Jul 1935 married James Love in Wenatchee, Chelan, Washington.

1936 Received annulment from the marriage of James Lawrence Love. ( James' mother Dora

was much against the marriage as Estelle was not a member of the Church and at that time

had no intentions of becoming a member and pushed for the annulment) .  At some time during

1935-1936 she had a tubal pregnancy of twins and needed an operation. No family. Couldn't get

hold of Jim. Went to live with the McCoy's who were friends of Jim's. That led to the marriage to

John Wesley McCoy on 13 May 1936.

These notes were hand written by my mother, appears that Estelle might have been dictating the

story or Eleanor was listening to a tape. No dates were given as to when this took place.

Addition:Conniefry@nwi.net             Apr 18  2013

I don’t know much about this story other than that Jim Love’s mother did not like Estelle. (or

at least she felt that way). She felt that they were most disappointed that he had married out

of the church and since she had no plans to convert, it wouldn’t work. As best I know their

marriage was annulled after nearly a year together. You know that my mom had my brother

Randy and I sealed to them. I didn’t know that was possible after annulment, but it

happened.

After she had the marriage annulled I don’t know how much time elapsed, but she married

Mr. McCoy, also Mormon, but not active. He was abusive to mom, but they had two children

together, Mary Ann and John Martin.

She divorced him and when the children were 11 or 12 she married my dad, Vernon Ernest

Moeck. He was from Leavenworth, but had come home after working in the orange

packing business in California. He then went to work for Boeing and they moved to Seattle.

On the Word document you sent, I know that her brother was named Walker and he was

pretty mean to her. In the document it refers to him as her mother’s brother. It was actually

Estelle’s brother. (note the correction made above)

Thanks for the story, I had heard the Walt Disney story before, but kind of forgot it.

Thanks again!

Connie

(Estelle's daughter)

mailto:Conniefry@nwi.net



